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Abstract 
In Argentina, Pentecostalism had a breakthrough in the early 1980s, and today 
more than 10 per cent of the population are Pentecostals. The revival coincided 
with a socio-political transformation of Argentinean society. 
After half a century of dictatorships and Peronism, democracy was restored, and 
structural changes paved the way for a certain “autonomisation” of politics, law, 
economy, science and religion. The "new" form of society that developed 
resembles what in this study is called a Western model, which to a large degree 
is currently being diffused on a global scale. This work examines the new 
religious sphere and how Pentecostals relate to society at large, and the political 
and judicial sphere in particular. Social systems theory and an idea of 
communication as constitutive of social spheres, such as religious, political and 
judicial ones, form the theoretical foundation for the study. Methods that have 
been used are fieldwork, interviews and analyses of written material. It is 
concluded that evangelization and transformation are of major concern to 
Pentecostals in contemporary Argentina and that this follows a global trend. 
Evangelisation has always been important to, even a hallmark of, 
Pentecostalism. What has become as important is the urge for transformation, of 
the individual, the family and society. This leads to increased socio-political 
engagement. However, Pentecostals do not have a “fixed” idea of how society 
should be organised, i.e., they do not yet have a full-fledged political theology, a 
public theology or what could be called a Pentecostal ideology. This is mainly 
because they experience a lack of “compatibility” between the Pentecostal and 
the political communication. Their approaches to socio-political concerns seem 
to be based on an understanding of certain “values” as the fundamental building 
block of society.  
